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Conseil des droits de Uhomme

Déclarations orales
25éme session (3 mars/28 mars 2014)

The Third Phase of the World Programme for Human Rights Education
Media Professionals and Journalists

We welcome the third phase of the World Programme for Human Rights
Education (2015-2019), in view to promoting social inclusion of marginalised
groups; fostering interreligious and intercultural dialogue; and combating
stereotypes and violence.

With regard to the focus of the third phase, human rights education and training
for “media professionals and journalists”, we would like to emphasise the
following views.

A draft plan of action for the third phase being prepared by the Office of the High
Commissioner must reflect the views of NGOs, media professionals and
journalists in compliance with the Human Rights Council resolution adopted in
September, last year, on the World Programme.!

The plan of action must be beneficial and practical for media professionals and
journalists to engage with the World Programme. Media professionals and
journalists in many cases are in great need of empowerment through human
rights education to protect their own freedoms and rights. At the same time, they
are opinion shapers and are accountable for their strong social impact. Their
social influence could contribute to increasing stereotypes and prejudices, or
even generating false charges and accusation of innocent persons. This is a two-
fold aspect of this target group of the World Programme.

On one hand, media professionals and journalists have public responsibilities for
respecting human rights standards and principles. On the other hand, the
protection of their rights, especially the freedom of expression, must be
guaranteed, and the safe environment to exercise that right must be ensured.

The third phase must be built upon the previous phases of the World
Programme, in particular, incorporating human rights education into training
and education of journalists. The implementation of existing human rights
education initiatives within the schooling, higher education and professional
training sectors must be maintained.

! Human Rights Council resolution A/HRC/RES/24/15, adopted on 27 September, 2013 (paragraph
6, in particular).
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26éme session (10 juin/27 juin 2014)

The relevance of a declaration on the right to International Solidarity
in a changing world

By presenting the first draft declaration on the Right of Individuals and Peoples
to International Solidarity, Ms. Dandan marks a significant achievement in her
mandate, and we are thankful for her outstanding work. We hope that the draft
declaration will constitute a step ahead to reach a consensus on this important
matter.

The recognition of international solidarity as a human right not only is an ideal
goal to be achieved for ethical reasons that are rooted in the notion of being a
human family, but because such a recognition is an essential necessity for the
survival of the world today. A right of individuals and peoples to International
Solidarity will change the rules from the zero-sum game-"In order to win,
someone else must lose”-to the new perspective "No one wins unless everyone
wins.

In the today's world, it is time to recognize that human rights are a shared
responsibility and a common basis of interaction between all members of the
international community, States and non-States actors; it is time to create an
enabling environment where all human rights, including right to development,
can be progressively realized for all.

The draft declaration introduces new perspectives such as international
assistance and cooperation applied without conditionalities, prevention and
removal of the fundamental causes of the asymmetries and inequalities between
developed and developing countries and removal of the structural obstacles and
factors that generate and perpetuate poverty worldwide.

It also makes a shift from the notion of development focused only on economic
growth to the vision of the Right to Development, taking the social and
environmental dimension sufficiently into account.

Furthermore, it includes a broader range of actors and highlights the intra-
generational and intergenerational dimension of Solidarity as well as preventive
solidarity.

Since law should develop as reality develops, these new perspectives may lead to
a conceptual framework that is more tailored to the world we are living in.

Finally, the co-signing NGOs urge that the draft declaration of the Right of
Individuals and Peoples to International Solidarity progress speedily towards the
final text and renew their active support to the work of the Independent Expert
on International Solidarity and Human Rights.
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Assessment of the educational attainment of students and the
implementation of the right to education

We welcome the Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to Education,
Kishore Singh, entitled Assessment of the educational attainment of students
and the implementation of the right to education [A/HRC/26/27] as the
continuation of his previous report concerning quality education and normative
action (A/HRC/20/21). Indeed, assessment of the educational attainment of
students is essential for measuring quality of education and thus implementing
the right to education.

Furthermore, we fully agree with the recommendation made to States to move
forward to a more holistic approach in assessing students’ attainments.
Although there has been a step taken in many countries in the right direction to
have the first assessments based on reading, writing and arithmetic (such as
PISA), education is much more than that. Assessment should be grounded in a
human-rights based approach.

We recognize the importance of the recommendation that the Special
Rapporteur made in his report regarding evaluation mechanisms in order to see
the progress of each student aside
from school standards: Firstly, it
will allow us to see the reflection of
the local and national curriculum
requirements; an additionally an
assessment based on individual
conditions of each student s
extremely  helpful in  applying
inclusive education. It provides
constructive information for teachers
in order to support students to complete each module, and to ensure
progressive improvement particularly in to vulnerable groups.

We are pleased to observe the importance of providing teachers with additional
training and support.

We would like the Council to organize a consultation with States, experts and
civil society about Quality education based on the Special Rapporteur’'s Reports,
and the excellent work made also from UNESCO and the High Commissioner for
Human Rights.

We greatly appreciate the significant suggestion that Special Rapporteur has
made to add the important issue of Quality of Education in the post-2015 agenda.

We would like to reference here our position paper "Post-2015: Development
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Guided by the Principle of Human Dignity” in which the NGO Platform on the
Right to Education explains in a holistic manner our point of view.

Finally, we emphasize again, as the Special Rapporteur has mentioned, the
importance of civil society and NGOs as guarantors of quality education. We
would like to all member states to maintain constructive dialogue with them.

27éme session (8 septembre/27 septembre 2014)

Statement on Right to Development

In the Fifteenth Session of the Working Group on RTD, no decision was taken on
how and when the working group should proceed with the second reading of the
criteria and operational sub-criteria.

We feel compelled to raise this urgent question: How long can the international
community expect persons and peoples, especially those living in developing
countries and in extreme poverty, to wait for an effective implementation of the
Right to Development?

The Right to Development has the transformative potential to unleash a
paradigm shift that promises to advance human rights, development and peace
for us all. If we wish to surmount the challenges to our common future,
including poverty, inequality, hunger, unemployment, lack of access to clean
water and sanitation, and limited sources of energy and natural resources, we
must effectively implement the right to development and ensure respect for all
human rights.

Moreover, the post-2015 development agenda must have the right to
development at its core procedurally and substantially.

We appeal to the Member States of the Working Group on RTD to consider our
proposal of an implementation phase to ensure the effectiveness of the criteria
and operational sub-criteria. This phase should come between the first and
second reading and before the discussion on measurability, in order to enhance
peoples” participation, collect best practices and have practical inputs on
measurability and accountability.

Finally, we thank OHCHR for its efforts to serve as champion in mainstreaming
right to development and reiterate our support to its office.
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Déeclarations écrites
25éme session (3 mars/28 mars 2014)

Question of the realization in all countries of economic, social and
culturalrights

We take note of the Secretary General's Report A/HRC/25/31 on the question of
the realization in all countries of economic, social and cultural rights, submitted
at the 25th regular session of the Human Rights Council pursuant to Human
Rights resolution 22/5. The report focuses on the right to a remedy for violations
of economic, social and cultural rights as well as on access to justice.

The report contributes to strengthening the legal protection of economic, social
and cultural rights by re- affirming the right to remedy for violations of human
rights and the need to create remedial mechanisms at national level, as
recommended already by several treaty bodies and Special Rapporteurs. It also
points out that, conditions such as accessibility, affordability, information, access
to adequate legal assistance, non- discrimination, timely and prompt decisions
and transparency are paramount for remedial mechanisms to be effective.

In 1993, during the Vienna World Conference on Human Rights, the Committee
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights stated in its report that “States and the
international community as a whole continue to tolerate all too often breaches of
economic, social and cultural rights which, if they occurred in relation to civil
and political rights, would provoke expressions of horror and outrage and would
lead to concerted calls for immediate remedial action”2. This is still true today.

It is time to translate the political affirmation of the interdependence of human
rights into reality, including through strengthened legal protection of economic,
social and cultural rights. There is no hierarchy of rights and therefore there
should be no difference in the speed of realisation between civil, political and
economic, social and cultural rights.

Article 2, paragraph 1 of ICESCR requires States parties “to take steps
individually and through international assistance and cooperation, especially
economic and technical, to the maximum of its available resources, with a view
to achieving progressively the full realization of the rights recognized in the
present Covenant”.

As rightly pointed out by the High Commissioner for Human Rights in her report

2 A/CONF.157/PC/62/Add.5, para. 5
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to ECOSOC in 2006°, for the CESCR the recognition of differing obligations for
economic, social and cultural rights in comparison with other rights
presupposes a necessary flexibility device for States reflecting the real world,
but it should not be misinterpreted as depriving the obligation of any meaningful
content.

States bear the primary responsibility to protect human rights and fundamental
freedom within their boundaries and must make efforts according to their
capacity to realise expeditiously economic, social and cultural rights of their
people by including legislation, the provision of judicial remedies, constitutional
recognition as well as other appropriate administrative, financial, educational
and social measures. Unfortunately, many developing countries are not yet in a
position to provide for the full realisation of economic, social and cultural rights
of their people; they often lack the financial resources and the technical
capacities to effectively meet their obligations. Especially in view of expanding
global interdependence, it is imperative to recognize that the respect of human
rights is a shared responsibility between all members of the international
community, States and non-states actors.

Therefore, we regret the fact that the Secretary General's report focuses only on
the domestic level without mentioning at all international structural obstacles
that are main root causes of violations of economic, social and cultural rights as
well as the perpetuation of poverty and increase of inequities worldwide. Such
obstacles are, inter alia, the current international trading system, the profit-
oriented market economy and unregulated finance, the asymmetries of power in
global governance, environmental degradation and resource depletion, unequal
access to information and technology, the problem of external debt for many
countries, the issue of prope




